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Dear Prairieland Families, 

 

MAP testing 

Each fall, winter, and spring our students take the MAP (Measures of 

Academic Progress) test, which is a computer test that adapts to student 

responses to find exactly where they are ready to learn.  These scores are 

available on Skyward by clicking on the Test Scores link.  The fall scores are 

not posted yet, but will be posted soon.  Our teachers use these scores to 

identify students who may need additional assistance or may need enrichment.  

We would like to assure you that we do recognize that there are factors that 

may influence student performance on the MAP, so we do combine the data we 

receive from the MAP test with other data that is collected in the classroom.   

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parent Teacher conferences will be held on Friday, October 23.  This is an 

excellent opportunity for you to connect with your child’s teacher and have a 

positive impact on the education of your child.  If you have concerns that you 

would like to discuss with your child’s teacher, it is a good idea to send a note 

or e-mail ahead of time so that the teacher is aware of your concerns and is 

prepared to problem-solve with you.  If you have not yet made an appointment, 

please call the school office. 

 
Evacuation Drill   
On Wednesday, September 23 at 9:30a.m. all students and staff in 
attendance participated in the state required lockdown and evacuation drill 
with the Town of Normal Police.  I want everyone to know that our students 
did an outstanding job throughout the entire drill.  We were so proud of 
them with how they behaved and represented our school.  All staff and 
students quietly exited the building and proceeded to walk to Calvary United 
Methodist Church on Raab Rd.  It was amazing to watch 540 students walk 
quietly out of the building, across the field, into the church and sit in rows 
until every student was present.   We hope we never have to evacuate our 
building, but I am confident that our staff and students are prepared.   
 

 Exit Lane Construction: 

Thank you for your continued patience with the construction in the exit lane in 

front of the building.  This was intended to be a one day project on September 8 

that has now stretched on for weeks due to heavy periods of rain and work 

schedules of the contracted company.  The hope is the project will be 

completed by mid-October.   The more students that can walk in the next few 

weeks with the beautiful weather we are having, the better.  Again thanks for 

your patience!  
 

 
Scott Peters 
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October  

01 Picture Retake Day 
05 PIECE Meeting – K/2 commons 6:30 
07 NCWHS Homecoming Prade 4:30  
12 NO SCHOOL  Columbus Day 
14 Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 
19 Butter Braid Sales Begin 
21  Vision/Hearing Screenings 
23 NO SCHOOL Parent/Teacher Conf. 
24 PIECE Trunk or Treat 5:00 
28 Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 
30   Halloween Parade/class parties 2:15-

3:15 
 
November 

09 PIECE Meeting – K/2 commons 6:30 
17 Butter Braid Sales Pick Up 
18 Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 
26-27 NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break 

 

 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL 
Congratulations to the following 2015-

2016 Cougar Council members!   

 

3rd Graders:  Ava Hensley, Brady 

Pollett, Sean Jenkins, Cayden French, 

Anushi Kiribamune, Harper McGowan, 

Holden Hobson, Johnnie Behrends 

 

4th Graders:  Jossie Rood, Marley Shrof, 

Lindsay Arbez, Lily Evans, Leah 

Renollet, Rolen Schlipmann 

 

5th Graders:  Sydney Sennett, Carter 

McMorris, Colin Cunningham, Cora 

Elshoff, Brian Bach, Anna Robertson, 

Patrick Roper, Kaitlyn Behrends, Annika 

Wertheim, Brady McGowan, Leah 

Swingler, Jenna Klokkenga 

 

Our first meeting will be Monday, 

October 5 at 3:30 in Room 49 (Mrs. 

Bedell’s room).  Be prepared to bring 

some ideas with you so we can start 

planning events for the fall!  We look 

forward to working with all of you!  

 
Miss Murray and Mrs. Bedell 

 

 
 
New Staff 
Please help us welcome a new staff 
member here at Prairieland: 
 
Brooke Reatherford - TA 
 
 

 
 
CLUB DATES 
 
Craft Club: 3:30-4:30 
2nd grade – Oct 14, Nov 11th 

K/1 – Oct. 21, Nov4 
 
Cougar Chorus: 3:30-4:05 
Fourth Grade – Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Fifth Grade – Oct 8, 15, 22, 29 
 
Garden Club: 3:30-4:15 
October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11 
 
Chess Club: 3:30-4:45 
November 3,10, 17 
 
Cougar Council: 3:30- 4:15 
October 5 
November 2 
 
 
TRIVIA 
Did you know that our State Farm 
volunteers have raised a substantial 
amount of money for Prairieland?    
That money has gone directly to 
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teachers, sensory room and 
technology purchases, gifted and 
science fair programs.  WOW what 
wonderful, dedicated parents we 
have supporting our efforts at 
Prairieland.  
 
P.E. NEWS 
 
 Project Fit America Kickoff 
Please join us for our Project Fit 

America Kickoff on Monday, October 

5th at 2:00 behind the school at the 

Project Fit Playground!  You should 

have also received a flyer with this 

information on it.  To show our 

enthusiasm for this program, I am 

asking that Kindergarten and 1st 

wear RED, 2nd and 3rd wear WHITE 

and 4th and 5th wear BLUE.  

The kids have been practicing hard 

on the Project Fit America equipment 

outside and it is amazing the 

determination and improvement that 

we have seen!  If you get a chance, 

come over to the park and have 

some contests with your child(ren), 

or set up a ninja course using the 

various pieces of equipment! 

HALLOWEEN PARADE – Oct. 31st  
Our Halloween Parade and Parties 
will begin on Thursday, October 30th 

at 2:15 p.m. in front of the school.  
Students will exit the building 
through the front doors and walk 
east to parade through Evergreen 
Village and then return to school for 
classroom parties.  Parties will end 
at 3:15 to allow time for parents to 
exit the parking lot before the 3:30 
pick up. All parents and community 
members are invited to attend!   

 
As in the past, students are 
encouraged to use good taste with 
respect to their costumes. When 
deciding on a costume with your 
child, please limit the “scariness” of 
it.  The following parameters have 
been established to assist you: 
 
· Weapons or look-alikes of any 

kind will not be allowed 
· Costumes, masks, or make-up 

may not include blood or gore 
· Excessively scary costumes will 

not be allowed  
 
Also, students will not wear their 
costumes to school on this day.  
They will be allowed to change 
before the parade and staff will 
assist where needed.  Please help 
us keep this a fun, safe, and positive 
activity by closely monitoring your 
child’s costume for this occasion 
 
PICTURE RETAKE DAY 
Picture Retake Day has been set for 
October 1st, 2015.  If you are 
interested in having your child’s 
picture retaken, please return the 
original picture packet with your 
child on retake day.  Order forms will 
be sent home with all children who 
were absent on August 24th.  If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Mrs. Dillon or Mrs. Mook in the 
school office at 557-4424. 
 
VOLUNTEER RENEWALS 
If you have not filled out a volunteer 
renewal form please do so ASAP, 
the form can be found on the 
Prairieland website under the parent 
tab.  New renewal stickers will not be 
printed this year so be sure to wear 
your badge from last year.   
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If you are interested in volunteering 
for the first time, please email 
Stephanie Mook at mooks@unit5.org 
for the link to apply for a background 
check.  This process takes about 2 
weeks and your badge will be sent to 
the school when completed.  Please 
wear your badge each time you 
volunteer at school. 
 
LUNCH ACCOUNTS 
Please send lunch money in an 
envelope with your child’s name, 
room code, and the amount 
enclosed.  This speeds things up in 
the morning when students are 
dropping off these checks.  And as 
always, you can make deposits to 
your child’s lunch account through 
Skyward Family Access. There is no 
longer a fee for adding lunch money 
on line. 
 

SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS 
If you have not received your family 
access login and password, please 
call the school office and we will be 
happy to give you the information.  
This is where you go to check your 
lunch account balances and grades. 
 

 
December 

09 Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 
14 PIECE Meeting – K/2 commons 6:30 
17 Holiday Parties 2:30-3:15 
TBD PIECE Tales and Treats 6:30 
21-31 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 
 
JANUARY 

01-04 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 
11 PIECE Parent Meeting – K/2 6:30 
13 Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 
18 MLK Day – No School 
22 Last day to order yearbooks 
27  Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 

 

 
 

 Please use the attendance line  
when calling in an absent or late 
arriving student.  The line is 
available 24 hours a day, it is 
helpful to have it already saved in 
your contacts. The number is 
557-4473. 

 When picking up requested 
homework in the afternoon be 
reminded that the office closes 
at 4:00.  All doors are kept 
locked all day so you will need 
to be buzzed in. 

 All school visitors must sign in at 
the office for a “volunteer” or 
“visitor” badge to wear while in 
the building. 

 Rainy days: Please have a plan 
in place and let your children 
know what your family plan is if it 
is raining at the time of dismissal.  
This will help alleviate 
interruptions during classroom 
instruction. 

 
 
WEATHER REMINDERS… 
 

RECESS 
 Please be sure that your child 
comes to school dressed 
appropriately for any outside   recess 
time.  Children will go outside for 
recess on days when the 
temperature (with wind chill) is 20 
degrees or above.  Keep in mind that 
the temperature fluctuates during the 
day and it is always better to send 
your child prepared with a winter 
coat, hat and gloves. 
 
 

mailto:mooks@unit5.org
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WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL 
CLOSINGS 
There are also several options for 
parents to find out when the weather 
requires the school to be closed or 
dismissed early:  
WJBC 1230AM, WBNQ 101.5FM, 
WIHN 96.7FM, WBWN 104.1FM, 
WGLT 98.1FM, or WWCT 106FM.  
You may also access the following 
websites: Unit 5, WJBC or WBNQ. 
 
The decision to dismiss early due to 
inclement weather is made before 

11:00 a.m. and the media will be 
notified at that time.  Please do not 
call the school office or the Unit 
Office for this information.  If nothing 
has been announced by 11:00 a.m., 
it will be a full day of school as 
usual.  Please arrange with your 
child now what they are to do in 
case of early dismissal.  It is 
difficult for last minute arrangements 
to be made for students. 
 

 


